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rons by carrying out their wishes. The House of Commons was thus
a most undemocratic body, as it did not represent the people. The
House was controlled by the Crown and great landowners.

On one occasion the Younger Pitt rightly said, 'The House is
not the representative of the people of Great Britain; it is the repre-
sentative of nominal boroughs of ruined and exterminated towns of
noble families, of wealthy individuals, of foreign potentates."

2.  Electoral changes had not kept pace with   Economic   Deve-
lopment.   Many ruined and insignificant boroughs continued return-
ing members to Parliament, while the big commercial towns that had
sprung up as the result of the Industrial    Revolution, returned   no
members.   Some old towns were reduced to mere hamlets and yet
returned members whereas new  towns and cities like Manchester.
Birmingham,   Leeds,   Sheffield,   Halifax,   etc.,   went   unrepresented.
Manufacturers, merchants, professional men and all who were lead-
ing the Industrial Revolution had no voice in the Government.   There
was, therefore, an urgent necessity of redistributing the seats.

3.    The System of Representation was not Satisfactory.   There
was no uniformity  of franchise, as for instance, in counties, fortv
shillings freeholders and a few other classes had the right of voting;
in some boroughs the rate-payers were entitled  to vote; in others
only the hereditary freemen; in some only members    of the   town
council had the right to vote.   The system of franchise was there-
fore most inquitous and needed a thorough and immediate revision.

4.    The House of Commons was controlled by Great land-own-
ers.   The great land-owners controlled the House of Commons by
exerting direct influence over counties and indirect influence in bor-
oughs.   Bribery and corruption were rampant.   Conditions were most
disgraceful and overhauling of parliamentary system was badly need-
ed.

The Younger Pitt once said, "The House is not the representa-
tive of the people of Great Britain, it is the representation of nominal
boroughs of ruined and exterminated towns, of noble families, of
wealthy individuals, of foreign potentates." It was stated in 1817
"that seats were bought and sold like tickets at the opera."

Progress of the Reform Bill or the Struggle over the Bill In
1810 Lord Grey's Ministry came into power at once took up
the matter of parliamentary reform. In 1831 Lord John Russel, a
member of the ministry, introduced the Reform Bill in the House of
Commons. He pointed out the faults of the old system, namely, the
rotten boroughs returned members whereas large and populous towns
such as Leeds, Birmingham, Manchester, etc., were unrepresented.
The ministry proposed to take away the right of returning members
from small boroughs and to give the seats, thus vacated* to large
towns. The first Reform Bill was defeated in the House of Commons.
After a general election it was introduced for the second time. It
passed through the House of Commons but was rejected by the Lords.
This led to a serious breach of peace and furious riots in different
parts of the country. The King was urged to create new oeers to